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Saturday Club
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The next Saturday Club will be on Saturday 6 November from 10-12 at Sunbeams as usual. 
Looking forward to seeing you all!
Please note:
The kids’ Christmas party is on Saturday 27 November not in December as stated in the last newsletter. 

Saturday club will run as usual on 4 December and the grown-ups’ Christmas night out is on Saturday 18 December.
Makaton seasonal downloads
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The Makaton web site has free downloads for Halloween and Bonfire Night now available.  Go to www.makaton.org 
The Halloween one includes words such as witch and wizard, spider and spider web, Halloween and ghost.  The Bonfire Night one gives fireworks, bonfire and Guy Fawkes.  These are useful for the days themselves, but also for passing on to teachers to use in topic work.
[image: image7.wmf]Celebration Corner!!

Thomas Raddings and James Tulley were both made Ambassadors for Kings School 
recently – way to go boys!!
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Family fun day

We are hoping of organise a family fun day around World Down’s Syndrome Day in March next year – we have the start of a plan, but any more ideas would be welcomed, plus any offers of help!!  Please contact me on andrea@bignews.co.uk or Ann-Marie Sheard on annmariebn@aol.com 
Netbuddy – new web site
Netbuddy is a really nice new web site offering hundreds of simple, yet ingenious solutions to everyday issues encountered by parents, carers, teachers and therapists working with people with a learning disability.  Find over 700 great tips from other parents, teachers and therapists - people with everyday experience of learning disability.
http://www.netbuddy.org.uk/
Help your secretary!!

I’d be really interested to know whether people find the information and internet links in the newsletter or the web site useful – please let me know if you’ve found one of them useful, or not!! 
Events and activities 
We are interested in collecting information about groups and activities that children with Down’s Syndrome have attended successfully in our area – please let me know what has worked for you (or what hasn’t worked as well) on andrea@bignews.co.uk
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My Perspective calendar
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This year, the Down's Syndrome Association launched the first ever photography competition for people with Down's Syndrome called My Perspective.  They had a fantastic response with over 300 images entered but eventually the top 25 were whittled down and it is these images that make up this year's calendar.

To order this up-lifting calendar, you can do so online http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/index.php?page=shop.product_details&flypage=flypage.tpl&product_id=117&category_id=4&vmcchk=1&option=com_virtuemart&Itemid=62 or by calling 0845 230 0372 and asking to speak to Fundraising.  Get your orders in now before Christmas!

DSA Christmas Cards
 

[image: image11.wmf]The DSA’s personal and corporate Christmas cards are now ready for you to order for this year’s festive season!

If you haven't received your copy of this year’s Christmas card brochure then you can download it  http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/images/stories/DSA-documents/Fundraising/downssyndrome_leaflet_101.pdf This year’s range of personal Christmas cards include the fantastic design above by Katie Charlotte Rickersay entitled ‘Snowman'.

To order your cards you can do so by calling 01372 844 670 or print off the order form at the back of the brochure and send it in to them direct.
I can’t get no sleep!
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Scope, the disability charity is bringing their Time2Sleep workshop to Wakefield in February. 
Date: Friday 4th February 2011 

Time: 9.30am – 2.30pm 
Location: Fit4Funding (The Charities Information Bureau) 93 Lawefield Lane, Wakefield, WF2 8SU 
Their workshops are aimed at parents of children with additional needs and practitioners who support these families. The day explores basic sleep management and strategies to use at home. 

Website: www.sleepsolutions.org.uk 
Places for parents are free of charge and for practitioners it is £85 per delegate.  Places are limited, so book now. 
I'm not a saint, just a parent


In a moving extract from a book to mark Mencap’s 60th birthday, the Times chief sports writer Simon Barnes describes life with his five-year-old son Eddie, who has Down’s syndrome http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/article633433.ece?token=null&offset=0&page=1
The book is available from Mencap, FREEPOST WD 3537, London EC1B 1AA, or call 0845 0770777
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New to our web site...





The AGM reports have now been uploaded to the “About our group” 


section of the site.











If you have any news to share, contact Andrea on 07814 367594 or andrea@bignews.co.uk
See our website: www.downsyndrome-wakefield.co.uk

